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2009-10 Meeting Dates - Wrapping Up…  
�� 
   As a reminder, after the March meeting, there will be only 
one Section meeting this season – April 21. 
 
   Meeting topics have not yet been finalized but will be 
announced in each monthly meeting reminder. 
 
   Also, more Technical Sessions are scheduled (see page 3 
for information on those planned for March and April).  As 
always, if you have any thoughts on topics or would like to 
present a session, please pass this along and the Board will 
explore it.   
 
 

Check Out Our New Website – 
www.ashedv.org  

Delaware Valley Section Patron (D.V.S.P.) 
Program – Celebrating Five Successful Years  
 
   The Section started the D.V.S.P. Program in the 2005-06 
season to allow supporting firms to be recognized.  We are 
proud to note that 20 firms have signed on so far for this 
season and, by doing so, helped to make it a success once 
again.  The logos of the participants are provided on page 2. 
  
   Many thanks to those of you who have decided to 
participate in this program.  A change for this season is that 
the D.V.S.P. proceeds will go directly to support t he 
Section’s Scholarship Fund.   
 
   If you are not in this Program and would like to join, please 
contact Section President Matt Marquardt or Director/Editor 
of THE TRANSPORTATION TIMES Bob Wright (contact 
information is given on page 5). 
 

A Message from President Matt Marquardt 
�

 
   

The Engineering Oscars!  
 
   Although most of us have been busy shoveling snow over the past few weeks, the 
Engineering Community has been extremely busy planning for Delaware Valley 
Engineers Week . 
 
    This year it started with the Awards and Proclamation Luncheon  on February 
12 at the Loews Hotel, 12th and Market Streets.  Although George Clooney and Jeff 
Bridges were not in attendance, we did honor Selçuk Güçeri, Ph.D. , as Engineer of 
the Year, and Michael Witkowski  as the Young Engineer of the Year.  In addition, 
there were many others such as teachers and students that received awards. 
 
     The second big event for Engineers Week, the Young Engineers Social , was 
held on February 15 at the Yards Brewing Company at 901 N. Delaware Avenue.  

The turnout was strong, and, from what I could see, a good time was held by all.  The successful “finale” celebration was the 
Celebration of Engineering Gala , held on February 20 at the Chemical Heritage Foundation at 315 Chestnut Street.
  
   Just like in Hollywood, it is important that we as engineers 
celebrate and honor all the wonderful things that we do for 
the public, and more importantly, the individuals behind the 
scenes that really make it happen.  Bridges and water mains 
are not as sexy as the big screen movies but they obviously 
impact people’s livelihood.  If we don’t sell what we do, no 
one else will. 
 
   There are many people who make Engineers Week 
possible, and although I am not going to begin to list their 
names, it is important that we give thanks to them all.  So, if 
you know someone that helped organize Engineers Week or 
participated in any of the events, please make it a point to 
thank them.  They volunteer their time to make our industry 
stronger.  If you did not have a chance to attend any of the 
three events this year, please do so next year, because it is 
our time to shine and we need more people to get involved.  
 
   Not only is it our time to shine, it is our time to reach out to 
those that make the decisions on infrastructure funding. 
Competitors like China are leaving us behind.  We all know  

 
the local story about the Port Richmond viaduct on I-95, the 
traffic signals that need retiming, and the time we spend 
sitting in traffic because we can’t afford to add capacity to our 
highways or to improve and expand our existing transit 
systems.  We can ill afford to ignore infrastructure initiatives 
in these tough economic times, especially when we know it is 
such a wise investment in our future and that it helps to 
create high value jobs - something we are in desperate need 
of.  
 
   So when you sit back to watch the Oscars this year, please 
take the time to write, e-mail, or call your state 
representative, congressmen and senators.  Let them know 
how important Act 44 is and how we desperately need a fully 
funded transportation bill.  I know e-mailing your senator is 
not as sexy as watching Taylor Swift, but it is far more 
important for our children’s future. 
 
   Take care. 
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DVSP MEMBER FIRMS 2009-10        Thanks for your su pport! 

 
* * * Five-Year Participants * * * 
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  Delaware Valley Section Officers and Board of Dir ectors - 2009-10 Season 
 
   Matt Marquardt, President 
 Urban Engineers Inc. 
   Rob Prophet, First Vice President 
 Traffic Planning & Design Inc. 
   Don Stark, Second Vice President
 Ammann & Whitney Inc. 
   Bill Dougherty, Treasurer 
 AECOM 
   Bruce Masi, Secretary 
 Gannett Fleming Inc. 
   Sylvia Cortes, Assistant Secretary 
 Pennoni Associates Inc.  
 
 
   Scott Sibley, Regional Director 
 Gannett Fleming Inc. 
   Dick Prentice,  Past President (ASHE 
 National) 
 McMahon Associates Inc 

Board of Directors  
  Term expires 2010 
   Pete Berthold 
 Penna. Dept. of Transportation 
   Bob Flosdorf 
 Haines & Kibblehouse Inc. 
   Jeff Given 
 Loftus Construction Inc. 
   Jeff Obrecht 
 Apex Companies LLC 
 
 Term expires 2011 
   Stephanie Butler 
  McMahon Associates Inc. 
   Bob Milliken  
 Underground Services Inc. 
   Dilip Radadia 
 Jacobs             
   Don Steele 
 Penna. Turnpike Commission 

 
 Term expires 2012 
   Elaine Elbich 
 Penna. Dept. of Transportation 
   Phil Mandato   
 Felix Mandato & Sons Inc. 
   Curt Shugars  
 Pennoni Associates Inc. 
   Bob Wright  
 Urban Engineers Inc. 
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Technical Sessions Scheduled for March and April
�
   The Section is pleased to offer short technical sessions prior to selected monthly meetings.  Through these sessions, we provide 
our members with instruction on a variety of transportation subjects using the technical expertise of the membership.  While geared 
towards younger members, these sessions are open to the entire ASHE membership. 
 
   In February, a well-attended session on fiber-reinforced polymer (FRP) composite materials and strengthening systems was 
conducted.  Sessions are planned for March and April, as follows:  
 
March 17 
 
Don’t Let the Past Trip Up The Future: Understanding 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation A ct 
 
Emma Young, Architectural Historian, A.D. Marble & 
Company 
  
   This presentation will detail the process of working with 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, with 
particular focus on the necessary steps and items needed in 
order to save time and streamline the process from the 
perspective of the engineer to the cultural resources 
professional.  The presentation will provide a brief summary 
of the federal legislation, intent, goals, and processes of 
Section 106; provide information on working with Section 
106, including participants, four steps of the process, and tips 
for streamlining; and outline ways to ensure successful 
Section 106 consultation. 

April 21 
 
PennDOT’s Stormwater Management Compliance From 
Design Through Maintenance  - How Chapter 102, Title 25 
Changes Affect PennDOT’s Operations. 
 
Jeffrey S. MacKay, Principal, NTM Engineering 
 
   This presentation will discuss what PennDOT is doing to 
manage stormwater from its highways; how NPDES permits 
apply to PennDOT projects, and what types of activities are 
exempt; proposed changes to Chapter 102, Title 25 of the PA 
Code, and how they affect PennDOT, and; new EPA 
Stormwater Rule on effluent limitations on discharges (during 
construction) from sites disturbing more than 10 acres. 
Proposed changes to both the Federal and State stormwater 
regulations will affect PennDOT’s transportation design, 
construction, and maintenance operations, as well as 
preparation of E&S plans, project inspections, and 
documentation requirements. 
 

   Information and forms for registration for these sessions will be included with the Section meeting notices for each appropriate 
month.  Attendance is generally limited to the first 25 registrants. 
 

Donna Prentice Memorial Section Scholarship Competi tion - 2009-10 Awards Made in February     
 
   At the February Section meeting, Scholarship Committee Chair Bruce Masi recognized the four recipients of this year’s Section 
Scholarships.  Two of the Scholarship winners were able to be present for the dinner and be recognized for their achievement.  All 
four awardees are students at Widener University.  A total of $3,000 was awarded among the four successful candidates.  
 

          
 
   The recipients are:   
 
  Victor Gazella, Carbondale, PA (pictured above left) 
 Kevin Martin, Downingtown (pictured above right) 

Timothy Steward, Neffs, PA 
Meredith Wendell, Fairport, NY 

 
   Mr. Gazella and Mr. Steward will receive ASHE Region 6 Scholarships, and Mr. Martin and Ms. Wendell will receive ASHE 
Delaware Valley Section scholarships.  Congratulations to all Scholarship winners!  The Scholarship Program was started by the 
Section in 1972 and has benefited numerous local college students, many of whom have gone on to become ASHE members after 
graduation.  It was renamed in honor of the late Donna Prentice , wife of longtime Section member Dick Prentice, in 2003. 
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Photos From Recent Meetings…    
 

 
 

 

The January joint meeting with ASCE featured three speakers on the 
new Tastykake facility at the Navy Yard.  President Matt Marquardt 
was caught talking to the speakers, Steven Kopp, Bill Fisher and Ric 
Zappan, about ways to sneak a box of free Tastykakes out of the 
meeting without arousing the suspicion of the other attendees. 
 

February meeting speaker (and Past Section President) Jeff Wendel 
and Joe Serbu of the Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission chat 
during dinner.  
 
 
 

Consider Inviting a Friend (or Two) to Join ASHE 
�
   The Section encourages you to “pick 2, bring 1”  – pick 
two colleagues to tell about ASHE and bring one of them to 
the next Section meeting. 
 
   ASHE has strength in its inclusiveness – we embrace any 
and all who work in the highway industry, from college 
students to the most senior professionals.  With this 
knowledge, we still need to exhibit courage and bold action to 
change ffrom the status quo and recruit more of those in the 
industry into the ASHE “fold”. 

   With the current funding issues “front and center” in our 
own region and state, we need to step up and have our 
concerns heard.  Along these lines, we encourage you to 
“talk us up” and invite your colleagues and friends to a 
meeting to see what we have to offer.   
 
   If you know someone who would like to become a member, 
please have him/her contact our Membership Chair, Sylvia 
Cortes (215-222-3000) for information and applications.  
Applications are also available at the ASHE National website, 
www.highwayengineers.org. 
 

It’s Coming…. Mark Your Calendars 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
        Watch for more information coming on the 2010 National Conference. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15TH ANNUAL GOLF OUTING - HOLD THE DATE!  
Monday, July 12, 2010 - Blue Bell Country Club 

 
Sponsorships available - more information will follow in the April edition of THE TRANSPORTATION TIMES 
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Update on Professional Development 
Requirements – New Jersey 1, Pennsylvania 0 
 
  As you may be aware, professional engineers, land 
surveyors and geologists in Pennsylvania are required to 
obtain continued professional development (CPD) credit to 
renew their licenses in 2011.  This is effective as of October 
1, 2009.  Unfortunately, the mechanism on how this is to be 
done is still up in the air as the enabling legislation has not 
been passed by the Senate as of presstime.  It has certainly 
been the topic of considerable confusion. 
 
   The Section supports the Pennsylvania Society of 
Professional Engineers’ (PSPE) effort to let our elected 
officials know that we need their assistance on this.  House 
Bill 975, which has been passed by the House last summer, 
is in Senate committee at this time.  We would suggest you 
contact your Senator and urge that he/she take action on this 
bill.  PSPE has a sample letter in the Legislative Action 
Center section of its website (www.pspe.org) that can be 
used in this regard.  There is also a Frequently Asked 
Questions (FAQ) section at the website with some additional 
information on this issue. 
 
   Meanwhile, in New Jersey, things are happening.  
Assembly Bill 3835 was signed by then-Governor Corzine 
just before he left office.  This will set requirements for CPD 
for maintenance of both Professional Engineer and Land 
Surveyor licenses.  It will take effect in early 2011 and will 
likely be phased into effect to allow those who may be 
covered for only part of a licensing period/duration to get a 
pro-rated number of credits for renewal.  Details will be 
worked out by the State Board in the coming months. 
 
   Please take action and help yourself and your 
profession.  In Pennsylvania, your Senator needs to  
know how important this is to all of us. 
 

Still Another Reason to Contact Your Elected 
Officials… 
 
   One of the big issues under consideration in Pennsylvania 
is the institution of tolls on Interstate 80.  This would result in 
a revenue stream that would help fund other desperately-
needed transportation infrastructure projects and, by 
consequence, help many civil engineers. 
 
   If Pennsylvania succeeds in adding tolls to I-80, it would 
close a favorite escape route from the Pennsylvania 
Turnpike.  No longer would motorists or truckers be able to 
cross the state without paying a toll.  State officials, who 
would receive the money, argue that I-80 tolls are crucial to 
pay for highway, bridge, and transit projects. They see a free 
I-80 as a drain on the treasury. 
 
   Since 2007, though, the state has sought federal 
permission to add tolls to I-80.  Its applications were rejected 
in 2007 and 2008, and the state returned to the Federal 
Highway Administration recently with a renewed request, for 
which a decision is anticipated shortly. 
 
   Because I-80 was built largely with federal money, the state 
needs federal permission before it can add tolls.  Revenue 
from I-80 tolls was crucial to Act 44, the transportation-
funding measure the legislature passed in 2007.  Lawmakers 
assumed that higher tolls on the Turnpike and new tolls on I-
80 would provide $900 million in annual payments from the 
Turnpike Commission to PennDOT for highway and bridge 
projects. Without tolls on I-80, transportation funding from the 
Turnpike Commission would be cut in half.  Among the 
biggest losers would be SEPTA, which would need to delay 
or defer many of its own large capital projects. 
 
   Please consider helping your profession and the 
traveling public and let your elected representativ es 
know how important this is, especially with the poo r 
grades our infrastructure has continued to receive.  

 
2009 Project of the Year Competition - Correction 
 
   The Project of the Year Competition changed slightly from what was reported in the last edition of THE TRANSPORTATION 
TIMES.  The deadline for submissions is February 26  (not February 19 as reported).  Additionally, the two-category format was 
revised with separate awards for “large”  projects (construction costs $10 million and above ) and “small”  ones (construction 
costs under $10 million ).  These amounts have been changed from those used las t year and in previous competitions. 
 
   Awards will be made at the April Section meeting (April 21).  For more information, please contact Project of the Year Committee 
Chair Jeff Given at 856-786-6607.  
 

From the Editor…  
 
   THE TRANSPORTATION TIMES, the newsletter of the Delaware Valley Section, is published and distributed to our members to 
advise and update all on current events and happenings in the Section. 
 
   If you have news items for future editions of THE TRANSPORTATION TIMES, please feel free to contact us.
 

Matt Marquardt, Section President 
Urban Engineers, Inc. 
530 Walnut Street, 14th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 
215-922-8081 x1775 
mcmarquardt@urbanengineers.com  

Bob Wright, Director/Editor 
Urban Engineers, Inc. 
530 Walnut Street, 14th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 
215-922-8081 x1647 
rmwright@urbanengineers.com

 


